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Why participate in this webinar?

• A new course for our students that relates to real-life 
issues/challenges

• A potentially interesting course for us to teach

• A course that may help our departments with student 
enrollments

• Contribute and share materials that help illustrate 
phenomena related to bilingualism & language learning

Overview

• History and rationale for the college-level GenEd course 
“Becoming Multilingual: Learning and Maintaining two or More 
Languages” (GER 150A1)

• Course’s objectives, learning outcomes, course participants 
(their language backgrounds, interests, and needs). 

• Course content and main text
• Supplemental materials (broadcasts/podcasts, news reports, 

music videos and film clips) to illustrate phenomena related to 
bi-/multilingualism

• Alternative courses
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Mentimeter: Who we are and what we do

History, context and rationale for a course on multilingualism & 
language learning
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Enrollments in German Basic Language Classes (Fall & Spring) 

GER 150A1 Course history and objectives

• Developed in 2015 to:

• introduce undergraduates to research on 
bi/multilinguals (who use two or more languages in 
their everyday life)

• help them see how myths about bilingualism and 
language learning persist 

• and what the realities are. 
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Students agreeing with incorrect statements/myths about bilingualism 

• Codeswitching reflects a lack of skills in the two                                
languages involved. 24%

• Being bilingual is quite exceptional and rare 26%

• Bilingual children experience language disorders                                                
more frequently than monolingual children. 34%

• Bilinguals are two monolinguals in one person. 36%

• Bilinguals are equally proficient in 2 languages. 38%

• Bilingual children easily confuse/mix their languages. 61%

Offered

• 10 times to date during spring semesters 

• 8 times during summer/winter sessions

• to 1,494 UA students 

• Including Hispanic, international, and migrant students. 

• Students who experience challenges related to their 
perceived language proficiencies and cultural identities 
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Enrollment Numbers of “Becoming Multilingual: Learning and Maintaining two or More Languages” 

1,494 in total

Pre-Post-course questionnaires
to learn about participants and their learning in the course

• Pre-course survey respondents: 827

• M respondents per item (Pre): 818 (SD: 4.26)

• Post-course survey respondents: 709

• M respondents per item (Post): 703 (SD: 3.72)
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Being monolingual or bilingual

Which term, do you think, best describes you and your language experiences/background?

Pre (n = 825) Post (n = 706)

1 Monolingual
30%

2 Foreign 
language 

learner
20%

3 Bilingual
40%

4 
Multilingual

10%
1 Monolingual

27%

2 Foreign 
language 

learner
19%

3 Bilingual
44%

4 
Multilingual

10%

Course participants’ languages
Users Language L1 n (L1) n L2 n L3 n L4 n L5 n

1252 English 59.58% 746 10.06% 126 28.75% 360 1.36% 17 0.16% 2 0.08% 1
596 Spanish 25.67% 153 20.81% 124 40.10% 239 8.05% 48 2.18% 13 3.19% 19
170 Other 35.88% 61 20.00% 34 12.35% 21 18.82% 32 5.29% 9 7.65% 13
152 French 0.00% 0 4.61% 7 46.05% 70 33.55% 51 8.55% 13 7.24% 11
151 Mandarin 60.26% 91 9.27% 14 11.92% 18 11.26% 17 2.65% 4 4.64% 7
146 Arabic 78.77% 115 5.48% 8 3.42% 5 4.79% 7 0.00% 0 7.53% 11
107 German 9.35% 10 1.87% 2 35.51% 38 28.04% 30 9.35% 10 15.89% 17

91 ASL 1.10% 1 5.49% 5 45.05% 41 20.88% 19 9.89% 9 17.58% 16
84 Japanese 4.76% 4 1.19% 1 33.33% 28 29.76% 25 16.67% 14 14.29% 12
62 Korean 25.81% 16 4.84% 3 12.90% 8 24.19% 15 12.90% 8 19.35% 12
47 Chinese other 23.40% 11 55.32% 26 4.26% 2 6.38% 3 2.13% 1 8.51% 4
46 Russian 10.87% 5 21.74% 10 17.39% 8 21.74% 10 10.87% 5 17.39% 8
45 Cantonese 15.56% 7 17.78% 8 13.33% 6 28.89% 13 4.44% 2 20.00% 9
41 Vietnamese 36.59% 15 21.95% 9 17.07% 7 2.44% 1 0.00% 0 21.95% 9
40 Latin 2.50% 1 2.50% 1 40.00% 16 25.00% 10 5.00% 2 25.00% 10
39 Italian 0.00% 0 12.82% 5 15.38% 6 38.46% 15 12.82% 5 20.51% 8
35 Hindi 22.86% 8 20.00% 7 11.43% 4 17.14% 6 5.71% 2 22.86% 8
29 Portuguese 0.00% 0 6.90% 2 24.14% 7 24.14% 7 10.34% 3 34.48% 10
27 Hebrew 3.70% 1 18.52% 5 22.22% 6 18.52% 5 7.41% 2 29.63% 8
23 Tagalog 21.74% 5 13.04% 3 26.09% 6 0.00% 0 4.35% 1 34.78% 8
16 Polish 37.50% 6 6.25% 1 6.25% 1 6.25% 1 0.00% 0 43.75% 7
10 Telegu 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 10.00% 1 0.00% 0 20.00% 2 70.00% 7
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Other languages

How did you learn your languages? 
Naturally (environment, immersion)

N %

English 742 59.1

Spanish 289 45.6

Arabic 115 82.7

Other 115 72.8

Mandarin 89 60.1

Other Chinese 37 90.2

Vietnamese 28 82.4

Russian 20 43.5

German 20 17.7

Hindi 19 61.3

Korean 18 30.5
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How did you learn your languages?
Institutionally (school, classes)

N %

English 474 37.8

Spanish 325 51.3

French 127 78.4

ASL 68 66

German 60 53.6

Mandarin 48 32.4

Japanese 36 37.9

Other 33 20.9

Latin 30 79

Arabic 20 14.4

Italian 19 57.6

How did you learn your languages?
Individually (on your own, apps, books)

N %

Japanese 49 51.6

English 39 3.11

German 32 28.6

Korean 28 47.5

French 25 15.4

ASL 21 20.4

Spanish 20 3.2

Russian 15 32.6

Portuguese 14 46.7

Cantonese 14 35.9

Mandarin 11 7.4
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Language improvement

What would you like to improve with respect to your language skills?

Do you feel comfortable with your languages?

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

1 very uncomfortable 2 somewhat
uncomfortable

3 neither
uncomfortable nor

comfortable

4 somewhat
comfortable

5 very comfortable

Pre (%) n = 751 Post (%) n = 633

19

20



5/7/2025

11

Interest in course topics

Which of these questions are you most curious to learn about in our course?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

1. I would like to learn how I can effectively learn a
foreign language.

2. I would like to (re)learn a language that I used in
childhood.

3. I would like to learn about myself as a
bilingual/multilingual.

4. I would like to learn about people who learned and
speak multiple languages.

5. I would like to learn how I can bring up a child as a
bilingual/multilingual.

Post % (n = 707) Pre % (n = 826)

Questions about course history and participants?

21

22



5/7/2025

12

How is the course described in the catalogue?

Course learning 
outcomes
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What do course participants have to do?

• Read assigned book chapters.

• Attend a lecture.

• Review lecture slides.

• Complete quiz.

• Complete discussion entry or written assignment

• 3 longer writing assignments

Main Text (free e-book through University library)

• Grosjean, F. (2012). Bilingual.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press. 
– ISBN 978-0-674-06613-7 

• Additional readings, video and 
audio files on D2L. 
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Three parts of the course

• Bilingual adults

• Bilingual children

• How to learn a foreign language

Bilingual adults

• Why are people bilingual?

• How can we describe bilinguals?
– In terms of fluency and use

• How do bilinguals adapt their speech to people and 
contexts?

• Language use & change across the lifespan

• Attitudes and feelings towards bilingualism

• Special bilinguals
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Bilingual children

• How can children go in and out of bilingualism?

• Ways of becoming bilingual
– Simultaneously or sequentially, in childhood or adulthood

• Linguistic aspects of bilingualism 
– Dominance in a language, activation of languages

• Family strategies to bring up children as bilinguals

• Effects of bilingualism on children’s development

• Bilingual schools and program types

How to learn a foreign language 

• How do I effectively learn a foreign language?

• How do I become bi- multilingual?
– How many languages are there in the world?

– What makes some languages harder to learn than others?

– Why are some people better at learning languages than others?

– How have our ideas about language learning & teaching changed 
through the years?

– How can apps & media help us learn/teach languages?

– Why study languages abroad?
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Supplemental materials, tasks and assignments

Free Resources: Tests
https://itt-leipzig.de/
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Free Resources: Tests

Free Resources: Apps & Media

Discussion task for students: 

• Please post here any apps or media 
that you found more or less useful for 
language learning. 

• Please explain what makes these 
media particularly helpful or limited in 
its usefulness.
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Leading language learning apps worldwide in July 2024, by downloads
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Topics: Language choice/codeswitching/practical applications
Podcast: NPR/Latino USA

Assignment (Topic: Language choice/codeswitching)

• Bilinguals may want to address their cell phone or smart speaker 
assistant in more than just one language. 

• How well Siri and Google assistants cope with mixed English and 
Spanish was tried out by Sandra already in 2016. 

• Listen to "Will Siri ever speak Spanglish" to find out which speech 
recognition system was doing better at the time. -Siri or Google? 

How well do Siri and Google assistants cope with mixed languages?
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Topics: Language choice/codeswitching/practical applications
Podcast: NPR/Latino USA

• Assignment (cont.)

• Test your own phone assistant. How well does it respond to 
instructions in two or more languages? 

• Switch languages within sentences. (Get help from someone else if 
you only speak one language.) 

• Report what you found, what your assistant could or could not do 
and try to explain why this was the case. 

• Comment on anything else you found interesting and respond to at 
least one of your peers' entries.

Google Assistant Advertising showcasing its bilingual functionality
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What gave him away as a spy?
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What gave him away as a spy? 
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Topics: Special bilinguals, languages for the professions
Which languages does this secret agent speak?

Topic: Special bilinguals
Which languages does this secret agent speak?
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Topic: Special bilinguals
Which languages does this secret agent speak here?

Topic: Special bilinguals
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Topic: Special bilinguals 
Other areas in which bilingualism and L2 skills can be beneficial

4-year-old Bella speaking 7 languages

49

50



5/7/2025

26

4-year-old Bella speaking 7 languages

4-year-old Bella speaking 7 languages
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4-year-old Bella speaking 7 languages

An American family in Russia (“My family’s experiment in extreme schooling”)
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An American family in Russia (at the beginning in Russia)

An American family in Russia (after 4 years before returning to the U.S.)
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An American family in Russia

• What are problems related to being 
bilingual mentioned by Matoustar?
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What are problems related to being bilingual?

What are Problems related to being bilingual mentioned by 
Matoustar?
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“Real Women Have Curves”: What are issues that could be discussed?

“Real women have curves”
Topics: Bilingual/bicultural identities
Language choice/codeswitching

• Which identities appear to interact and clash in the 
movie?

• Age, ethnicity, gender, social class, education

• What appears to determine language choice and 
codeswitching in this scene?

• Person, in-group/out-group, power-relations, topic (work, 
school vs. family domains)
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Writing assignment example:
Journal 2: “Some good advice about language learning and use”

• You will choose ONE of 3 hypothetical scenarios. 

• In these scenarios, a family member or friend will ask you for advice 
with respect to language learning/use strategies and/or educational 
decisions that need to be made by a family member or parent when 
challenged by a life-changing event. 
– The adopted child (adopted 7-year-old, Spanish-speaking Pedro in the US)

– The expatriates (a German and Brazilian) and their baby (in Boston, USA)

– A US couple (and their 2 kids) moving to Shanghai, China 

• You will provide advice and detailed suggestions drawing on what 
you have learned in this course. 
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Your favorite bilingual celebrity

Échame La Culpa - (Put the blame on mi)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TyHvyGVs42U
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Luis Fonsi, Demi Lovato – Échame La Culpa
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stq4-99-J74&index=4&list=PLCS2LMIsOK0BacsPEVhJonC78mxv6xXw5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOrdH9Ntuac&list=PLoGw0q3ZTS25fukxikkSWZ2p-tlsTkOtI
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• Discussion question:

• Why did she start singing in Spanish?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=103bx_Waacc
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Namika: “Je ne parle pas français

75

76



5/7/2025

39

Sarah Wickett ft. Rahul Bains “Accent”

…
I was like damn
that accent
I am a fan
what you call that
I‘m gonna need a man
with that accent
with that accent!
…
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• To recruit and keep students in our language programs, 
we need to get them excited about languages and 
cultures.

• Needs, interests, motives are key

• Pop-culture as a factor
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Summary and outlook

• College-level GenEd course “Becoming Multilingual: Learning and 
Maintaining two or More Languages” 

– Students explore how multiple languages can be learned, 
processed, and used in child- and adulthood, and in family and 
school settings. 

– appraise the benefits and costs of becoming multilingual

– gain insights that will help them make informed decisions about 
their own language learning and use in college, their 
professions, and their (future) families.

My hope

• Consider developing/teaching

• Similar courses in community colleges, high schools or as 
workshop for parents 

• A course for students that relates to real-life language 
issues/challenges

• A potentially interesting course to develop and teach

• A course that may help language departments with student 
enrollments

81

82



5/7/2025

42

References

• Cardoso, P. (2005). Real women have curves. Home Box Office, Inc.

• BestLittleBigShots (2020). 4 year old speaks 7 languages!! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xd9u9N7Z4TU

• Grosjean, F. (2012). Bilingual. Life and Reality. Harvard University Press.                 
ISBN 978-0-674-06613-7

• Institute for Test Research and Test Development. Vocabulary tests.                       
https://itt-leipzig.de/

• Tomorrow Never Dies, 1997. In The James Bond Collection. Blu-ray.

• The world is not enough, 1999. In The James Bond Collection. Blu-ray.

References

• Matoustar. On problems of being bilingual. YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXqTFknh3oM

• Namika (2018). Je ne parle pas français.

• NPR. Latino USA (2016). Will Siri ever speak Spanish? 
https://www.npr.org/2016/01/29/464888279/will-siri-ever-speak-spanglish

• Tarantino, Q. (2009). Inglourious Basterds. The Weinstein Company.

• The James Bond Collection. Tomorrow never dies (1997). Blu-ray.
• The James Bond Collection. The world is not enough (1999). Blu-ray.

83

84



5/7/2025

43

• The New York Times Magazine (2011). My family’s experiment in extreme schooling. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/magazine/my-familys-experiment-in-extreme-
schooling.html

• Wickett, Sarah & Bains, Rahul (2020). Accent.

85


