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Website 
Introduction

https://sites.google.com/email.arizona.edu/multimodal-composing-in-fl-tea/home

https://sites.google.com/email.arizona.edu/multimodal-composing-in-fl-tea/home
https://sites.google.com/email.arizona.edu/multimodal-composing-in-fl-tea/home




MULTIMODALITY



● The use of several semiotic modes in communication 
(Kress & van Leeuwen, 2001)

● Semiotic modes: text, speech, visuals, sound, 
movement, gesture, gaze, etc. 

What is multimodality?



Multimodal Composition is Diverse

Videos Blogs & Websites



Multimodal Composition is Diverse

Presentations Video Games & Virtual Worlds

(Dalton et al., 2015) (Leander & Frank, 2006))



Multimodal Composition is Diverse

Podcastse-Comics



Complex Meaning-Making

Composers “orchestrate meaning through their selection 

and configuration of modes…The meanings in any mode 

are always interwoven with the meanings made with 

those of all other modes co-present and co-operating” 

(Jewitt, 2009, p. 15)

Multimodality: Key Concepts



Transmediation

● Translating meaning from one mode to another 
● Generative process that involves innovation and 

reflective thinking on the part of the composer as 
they transform meaning across modes 

(Siegel, 1995; Suhor, 1984)

Multimodality: Key Concepts



Translanguaging

● Translanguaging is fundamentally multimodal, as 

individuals draw on semiotic resources coded in 
verbal language, in gesture, in written texts, and 
in other modalities to achieve communicative 
ends 

(García and Li, 2014)

Multimodality: Key Concepts



● Expanded view of literacy & communication

○ ACTFL Communication Standard 

● Universal Design for Learning (Rose & Meyer, 2002)

● A growing majority of adolescents create and share multimodal 

content online (Lenhart, 2015)

● Dramatic disconnects between in-school and out-of-school 

compositional practices (Ito et al., 2010)

● New and different ways of thinking (Leu et al., 2013; Mayer, 2008)

● Empowerment for culturally and linguistically diverse students 

(Kress, 2003)

Why Does Multimodality Matter?



● Identity Expression and Agency (60% of studies)
● Reshaping Classroom Spaces (46%)
● Developing as Multimodal Designers (40%)
● Expanding Linguistic Repertoires (34%)
● Multimodal Composing-to-Learn (26%)

Research on L2 Learning & Multimodal 
Composing in Schools (Smith, Pacheco & Khorosheva, 2021)



Think over your existing course assignments. Which 
assignment might you be able to remix so that it is in 
a digital format and involves multiple modes of 
expression?

APPLICATION & INTERACTION 



DESIGNING 
INSTRUCTION



PROJECT 1



● Introduction to multimodality

● Meaningful language production

● Meanings conveyed by multiple 

modes

Motivations & Objectives



Socioscientific Issues

Sadler et al, 2006

Issues that are complex, controversial, 
socially-relevant and that bridge science 

and society



Socioscientific Issues

Photo by Anthony Indraus on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@aindraus?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/electricity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


TimeSocioscientific Issues

Photo by Anthony Indraus on Unsplash

● Quick
● 60-75 min

https://unsplash.com/@aindraus?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/electricity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Assignment Details



Showcase!

Assignment Details



Assignment Details

Reflection 



Assignment Details

“The three different modes of image, 

caption, and hashtag help to convey 

the entire message of the mother’s 

fascination with technology…each 

mode complements the other two by 

giving more context or snippets of the 

story…”



● Instagram template + 

Google Slides 

Tech Tools



Nom de la personne

Un petit message ou une légende ici. 
Incluez les hashtags.

Comment 
faire?



● Instagram template + 

Google Slides 

● Other ideas

○ Facebook template

○ PowerPoint 

Tech Tools



PROJECT 2



PROJECT 2

https://docs.google.com/file/d/120bQaC4Zc1JUtDLSj2fL3EiHY3jRPPhi/preview


● Practice + apply textbook unit

● Use multiple modes to express 

opinions on complex issues

● Develop digital literacy skills

Motivations & Objectives



Socioscientific Issues

Photo by Adeolu Eletu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@adeolueletu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/technology-work?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Socioscientific Issues

Photo by Adeolu Eletu on Unsplash

● Longer-term
● 6 class sessions

Time

https://unsplash.com/@adeolueletu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/technology-work?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Assignment Details



Assignment Details



● Pixton (comic maker), 
VoiceThread, Be Funky 
(collage maker)

● Other ideas
○ Book Creator
○ PlayPosit
○ PowerPoint 

Tech Tools



Part II: Padlet Reflection 

APPLICATION & INTERACTION 

Part I: Explore Projects 3 & 4 
on the website



IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUCTION



Socioscientific 
issues

Digital 
Literacies

Multimodality 

01 02

Implementing Instruction

03



Start with short-term projects and build from there 

Multimodality

Long Term Project

Short Term Project



Connect multimodal meaning making to ways students 
communicate their ideas outside of school 

Highlight everyday examples of multimodality all around us 

Multimodality



Multimodality

Discuss examples of how modes work together to extend 
and deepen messages

Image from TRU Write Site 

Modes:  Dialogue, Images, Gesture, Use of Color, Audio Narration  

https://twuwritesite.wordpress.com/2018/11/27/multimodal-communication-writing-in-a-technological-society/


ReflectionsMultimodality:



Support students in organizing their ideas to communicate meaning 

 

Digital Literacies:  Drafting Ideas in Storyboards 



Reuse digital tools

 

Digital Literacies 



Use peer-to-peer collaboration to workshop ideas & 
gather feedback from multiple perspectives   

 

Digital Literacies : Collaboration 

Photo by Brooke Cagle on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/g1Kr4Ozfoac
https://unsplash.com


Climate change
Genetic engineering
Artificial intelligence
Fish farming
Conservation of endangered species
Sustainable housing
Plant-based food alternatives 
………...

 

Socioscientific Issues

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/dYZumbs8f_E
https://unsplash.com


Use student interest

 

Socioscientific Issues

Image from https://images.all4ed.org/

https://images.all4ed.org/


Use student interest

 

Socioscientific Issues

Use curriculum topics as a jumping off point



How might you incorporate reflection into your current teaching 
contexts? 

What socioscientific topics might be relevant to your teaching 
context(s)—e.g., might course material connect to? What topics that are 
salient to your local community?

APPLICATION & INTERACTION 



ASSESSING 
LEARNING



HOW CAN 
STUDENTS BE 
ASSESSED?

HOW ARE 
STUDENTS 
LEARNING?

WHAT ARE 
STUDENTS 
LEARNING?

01 02

Assessing Learning

03



What are students learning?

VOICE & CHOICE

DIGITAL LITERACIES & 
MULTIMODAL EXPRESSION

Working together to advance 
ideas as a collective

LANGUAGE IN USE
Communication in Context Meaning that is personal and 

individual

Use of different digital tools 
and platforms to integrate 

media and modes

COLLABORATION



“Authentic design—of anything, including 
meaning itself—needs a creative capacity, the 

ability to fashion the raw material of conventional 
forms, practices, and meanings into novel ones.” 

Squaring Literacy Assessment With Multimodal Design: 
An Analytic Case for Semiotic Awareness

Phillip A. Towndrow, Mark Evan Nelson, Wan Fareed Bin 
Mohamed Yusuf

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1086296X13504155
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1086296X13504155
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1086296X13504155
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1086296X13504155


What are students learning?

VOICE & CHOICE

DIGITAL LITERACIES & 
MULTIMODAL EXPRESSION

Working together to advance 
ideas as a collective

LANGUAGE IN USE
Communication in Context Meaning that is personal and 

individual

Use of different digital tools 
and platforms to integrate 

media and modes

COLLABORATION



How are students engaged in learning?

● Project-Based Approach
○ Investigate and respond to a challenge
○ Open-ended responses and connections

■ Learners Communicate ideas in personally meaningful ways

○
Provide

Guidelines
Scaffold 
Choices

Showcase
Products

Schedule
Check-Ins

Discuss
Outcomes



How can students be assessed?

Rubrics and 
Performance Criteria

Use of Multiple 
Methods (beyond just 

outcomes)



Options of Rubrics and Performance Criteria

Teacher-Designed Teacher- & Student 
Negotiated



Options: Beyond Assessing the Product & Outcomes

Oral Presentations or 
Performances

Storyboards for 
Organizing Ideas

Written or Oral 
Reflections

Self-Assessment
Checklists

Can-Do Statements 
(ACTFL)

Project Portfolios



Examine Process Artifacts along with 
the Products



Options of Approaches:
Oral Presentations or Performances



Written or Oral Reflections:  Extended 
Responses



Self-Assessment Checklists

● How well did I...
○ Work with others?
○ Synthesize the use of multiple modes?
○ Make use of linguistic resources?
○ Make use of digital resources?
○ Overcome challenges of multimodal composition?



Options of Approaches:
Can-Do Statements

“I can present information on 
both very familiar and everyday 
topics using a variety of 
practiced or memorized words, 
phrases, and simple sentences 
through spoken, written, or 
signed language.”

“I can present information on 
the socio-scientific issue we 
have learned about and 
discussed using a variety range 
of linguistic, multimodal, and 
digital resources.

ACTFL Adapted



Options of Approaches: Project Portfolios

https://canvas.uw.edu/eportfolios/12029/Outcome_4



Activity 1: What do you value in 
assessment?

Evaluate this student product based on:
1. Effectiveness of Message 
2. Creativity 
3. Clear Expression of Ideas 
4. Use of Language

Padlet

https://padlet.com/rfloyd9/jq6887sv1zs2zqld


Activity 2: How would you design assessment?

Oral Presentations or 
Performances

Process Artifacts 
along with Products

Written or Oral 
Reflections

Self-Assessment Can-Do Statements 
(ACTFL)

Project Portfolios

Padlet

https://padlet.com/rfloyd9/5931jdh609hwqtyb


Wrapping Up



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Q&A

Please keep this slide for attribution

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Thank you!
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