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MULTIMODAL AUDIO

LINGUISTIC

Whatis a
multimodal

SOME DESIGN
ELEMENTS

fexte

SPATIAL

VISUAL
GESTURAL

New London Group (1996)



Linguistic

Delivery
Vocabulary and
metaphor
Modality
Transitivity
Nominalization
of processes
Information
structure
Local anad
global
coherence
relations

Visual

Colors
Perspective
Vectors
Foregrounding
Backgrounding

Gestural

Behavior
Bodily physicality
Gesture
Sensuality
Feelings ana
affect
Kinesics
Proxemics

Spatial

Ecosystem and
geographic
meanings
Architectonic
meanings

Audio

Music
Sound effects
Silences

New London Group (1996)
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Whatis reading?




“..reading, in the context of second/foreign

language learning, is ... a literacy practice that
involves the reader’s purposes and active

participation in understanding the text’s
sociosemiotic contexts”
(Abraham & Farias, 2017, pp. 61-2)




What is reading multimodally?

* Communication is inherently multimodal
* Different modes organize knowledge in different ways
* Ensembles of modes create new meanings

Logic of display in TIME Logic of display in SPACE







What is this sign communicating?
Where did this appear?



What is this sign communicating?
Where did this appear?
How do you know?

“UN CAFE”..
" “S‘\\‘“‘h‘..qnull..

conventions



What mode is the most prominent? (image? language? color? font? positions and layout?)
What colors are present?
Describe the camera angle. Looking up? Looking down?




What is the most important element depicted in this text?

big. beefy. bliss.

Double Quarter Pounder™ Angus Deluxe
with Cheese Third Pounder™

relationships



Le nombre d’enseignes

dans les 32 plus grandes villes francaises

McDonald’s &
Subway

Paul ./

Domino's Pizza ¥4
Starbucks =
Brioche Dorée ./
O'Tacos ¢

Burger King £
Pizza Hut ¥4
Bagelstein €
Quick £

KFC %

La Mie Caline ./
La Croissanterie ./
Pomme de Pain ./
Speed Burger £2

0 0 120 180 240
SOURCE : MY PHARMA, 2019

Source: https://www.bfmtv.com/economie/mcdonald-s-subway-o-tacos-quel-est-le-fast-food-le-plus-present-dans-votre-ville-1614560.html|




What mode is the most prominent? (image? language? color? font? positions and layout?)
What colors are present?
Describe the camera angle. Looking up? Looking down?




What is the most important element depicted in this text?




What do you see here?

What do you notice first?
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What modes of transport do you see?
What kinds of people are represented?
Are the people alone or together?

* Bundesministerium
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Common concerns between reading
written language and multimodal texts

| v . . A inferences
conventions

O Mg design choices
relationships Y 20

...with new

kinds of signs
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From the ACTFL Can-Do
Statements

“What elements of literacy lead to higher levels of understanding
in the Interpretive Mode?

Learners move along the proficiency continuum at different speeds
in listening, reading or viewing. Learners bring prior skills and
experience in L1 and L2 to the Interpretive mode.

Factors that impact how well learners understand texts include:

a) text complexity or length

b) familiarity with topic and background knowledge

c) ability to use literacy strategies such as recognizing key
words, detecting the main idea, identifying supporting details,
noting organizational features, guessing meaning from
context, identifying logical inferences, identifying the author’s
perspective and cultural perspectives/norms.”

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/can-dos/Can-
Do_Benchmarks_Indicators.pdf




Literacy strategies for the interpretive mode

Current Can-Do Revised for Multimodal Texts

recognizing key words recognizing salient modes and designs

detecting the main idea detecting the main message
identifying supporting details identifying supporting details
noting organizational features noting organizational features

guessing meaning from context guessing meaning from context
identifying logical inferences identifying logical inferences
identifying the author’s perspective identifying the author’s perspective

identifying cultural perspectives/norms identifying cultural perspectives/norms



coffee with milk
hot chocolate
tea i €
herbal tea Anvsion 2,5«

price for coffee on the
patio
(aka patio pricing)
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coffee with milk
hot chocolate
tea
herbal tea

"a coffee"

"a coffee, please”
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patio
(aka patio pricing)

PRiX Du CAFE EN TERRASE

.7
sUN CAFE, 5L Vous PLAIT........4 25




coffee with milk Lok au Lail 2,
hot chocolate ChocolaT - €
tea z’?é L€
herbal tea AnFsion 2,5«

price for coffee on the
patio
(aka patio pricing)

PRiX Du CAFE EN TERRASE

S
'3 coffee" \\UN CAFE*“k“““‘““‘._“”.?é
"a coffee, please”  *{JN CAFE 3 6"L VOUS PLA(T cwwwunaly 25€

"Hello, a coffee, please” bON]OUK/ UN CAFé, 9'1L vous p/ﬁr'irnll’l,@é




Literacy strategies for the interpretive mode

Current Can-Do Revised for Multimodal Texts

recognizing key words recognizing salient modes and designs

detecting the main idea detecting the main message
identifying supporting details identifying supporting details
noting organizational features noting organizational features

guessing meaning from context guessing meaning from context
identifying logical inferences identifying logical inferences
identifying the author’s perspective identifying the author’s perspective

identifying cultural perspectives/norms identifying cultural perspectives/norms
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Guiding L2 readers to
read multi modally:
what will it take?

paradigm shifts in thinking
about what constitutes
reading

From reading as comprehension of
texts to reading as literacy practice

From reading to get information or be
entertained, to reading for a much
more expansive range of purposes

From reading to learn to learning to
read




@ paradigm shifts in terms of
what constitutes a text

@ creative extensions of our
existing materials




SPECTACLE MUSIQUE CINEMA AGENDA

LUUN ART  STREETART

Le CyKlop : “J’aime susciter le désir d’étre surpris.”

24-30 MARS 2021 3

[Traditional textbook
article here with only the
written text copied from
the authentic, original
article on the right.
Without colors, without :
logos, and with a different y ceees
photograph.]

Le CyKlop Le CyKlop est né d’une idée simple : peindre un ceil sur les potelets métalliques qui pullulent sur les
X trottoirs de nos villes. Pour s'amuser, pour amuser. Une évidence pour Olivier d’'Hondt, graphiste passé

Du 18 novembre au 31 décembre N X X C X . X )

maitre en détournement d'objets. D’abord une poignée, puis d’autres, par dizaines, par centaines. A son Aujourd'hui Demain
Vernissage le 17 novembre 2 partir de 17h passage, les tubes de fer se parent de couleurs et ouvrent leur paupiére. En un clind'ceil, ils gagnent le coeur

de ceux qu'ils croisent. Riverains, travailleurs, enfants, touristes... Tous adoptent ces gentils petits
Tarif : gratuit i ) " . :
monstres urbains qui observent le monde d'un regard bienveillant.

Galerie Nunc
3, rue dArras Comment sont apparus les premiers CyKlops ?

75005 Paris

CeWeekend Cette Semaine

IIs sont nés une nuit d’hiver 2007 autour d'un square du X|€ arrondissement. J'avais repéré ces potelets
M® Cardinal Lemoine métalliques en me disant qu'il serait amusant de les transformer en personnages colorés. J'ai donc réalisé un




<ﬂmmk Politique « International « CheckNews « Culture « Idées et Débats « Société Se connecter  s'abonner a Libération

Temps de cerueau disnponible i closed by ertieor
Les Francais regardent foujours la [ Reortisos
1élé pres de uualre heures par ‘
jour

D'aprés Médiamétrie, la consommation des

i programmes télévisuels, tous écrans confondus, a
[Tra d itiona I text bOO k méme progressé de deux minutes 1'an dernier.

article here with only the S
written text copied from

the authentic, original

article on the right.

Without colors, without

logos, and with a different
photograph.]

par Jérdme Lefilliatre

publié le 25 janvier 2017 a 13h43

Chaque fin janvier, c'est la méme chose. L'institut Médiamétrie
publie son bilan sur «/'année TV» passée et on se frotte les yeux
devant un chiffre : les Francais passent en moyenne prés de quatre
heures par jour - chaque jour donc - devant les programmes
télévisuels. En 2016, la durée d'écoute individuelle (DEI) quotidienne
du média télé s'est précisément établie a 3 heures et 52 minutes. Le

fait notable est qu'elle a progressé de deux minutes par rapport




[Traditional textbook
article here with only the
written text copied from
the authentic, original
article on the right.
Without colors, without
logos, and with a different
photograph.]

fe -~ I [unﬂ e +3) Se connecter S'abonner

ACTUALITES ECONOMIE VIDEOS OPINIONS CULTURE M LE MAG SERVICES Q

SANTE Partage | f A~

Cinq chiffres pour comprendre les médecines
complémentaires et alternatives

En 2015, 6 115 médecins frangais ont déclaré un titre ou une orientation de médecine alternative
et complémentaire, et 40 % des Francais y ont déja eu recours, selon I'ordre des médecins.

Le Monde

Les plus Iils

Jiisation des veniouses, une therapie ancestrale ® sl regons 68 1 EnCorse, une tentative de
racket pour la villa de la plus

Réflexologie, ostéopathie, hypnose, méditation... les médecines belle plage de France

alternatives et complémentaires (MAC) forment un large ensemble de Les plus lu

pratiques, que les autorités de santé peinent a encadrer tant elles sont

hétérogenes. L'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS) a lancé En Corse, | Covid-19 : premiers transferts

racket pot de patients d'Ile-de-France

en 2014 son deuxiéme plan stratégique, qui court jusqu’en 2023, pour
belle plag vers des hopitaux de 'Ouest

assurer le développement de ces formes de médecine.

Covid-19 : Olivier Véran et
Bruno Le Maire, deux
ministres au cceur de la crise







Guide de voyageur 'traveler's
guide"
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Beginning task

®
What is represented?

vocabulary for nouns: trees, sky, flowers, etc.
Th ree l eve l S What aesthetic is being portrayed?
Of t as kS Vocabulary for adjectives for calm, peaceful, happy, beautiful, etc.

Intermediate task

Who might travel to such a place?

Responses conveyed in short, multi-clause sentences, perhaps with the conditional:
(people) would go there because
(people) would not go there because
Discussions of access, mobility, leisure activities.

Advanced task

Explain the impact of tourism on (local population, environment)

Pr— Responses conveyed in longer stretches of discourse, with more complex sentences,
,,,,,, embedded clauses, cause-effect structures, nominalizations, etc.
| Discussions of sustainable tourism.
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10 GESTES EFFICACES ET FACILES

Limitez

les emballages
26 Kg de déchets
en moins

Produisez

du compost

40 Kg de déchets
en moins

Utilisez

un Stop Pub

15 Kg de déchets
en moins

Réparez ou
donnez vos
appareils
16220 Kg
de déchets
en moins

Achetez en vrac
2 Kg de déchets
en moins

= Préférez

Mg,
T

au gaspillage
alimentaire

e

| les écorecharges

1 Kg de déchets
en moins

Imprimez moins
6 Kg de déchets
en moins

Donnez

ves anciens
vétements

2 Kg de déchets
en moins

Préférez
les cabas ou sacs
réutilisables :

g de d

ine
Adoptez les gestes
alternatifs :

pour éviter de jeter des
aliments, acheter & la
juste quantité. 20 Kg de
déchets en moins




Guide to analysis of multimodal posters (can be adapted for any language)

Indicate the number of your group's poster here:

Design and
layout

What element of the design is dominant? Language ? Images ? Shapes? Colors ?

What is the relationship between forms and images and language? Translation? Complementarity ?

Font and
color

How many colors are there?

Describe the colors? Vivid? Dark?

What are the colors and what effect is desired?

What types of images are there? What is the function of the image in the poster?

Describe the font. Serious? Happy ? How many types of fonts are there?

Language

Is the language formal or colloauial? Give examnles.

10 GESTES EFFICACES ET FACILES

Limitez

les emballages
26 Kg de déchets
en moins

Produisez

du compost

40 Kg de déchets
en moins

Utilisez

un Stop Pub

15 Kg de déchets
en moins

Reéparez ou
donnez vos
appareils
16 4 20 Kg
de déchets
en moins

Achetez en vrac
2 Kg de déchets
en moins

G
T, 9%

SI® E

au gaspillage
alimentaire

Préférez

les écorecharges
1 Kg de déchets
en moins

Imprimez moins
6 Kg de déchets
en moins

Donnez

VoS anciens
vétements

2 Kg de déchets
en moins

Préférex

les cabas ou sacs
réutilisables :
2kg de déchets

en moins

alternatifs :

pour éviter de jeter des
aliments, acheter a la
juste quantité. 20 Kg de
déchets en moins



Language

Is the language formal or colloquial? Give examples.

Is the language an everyday register or in a technical register? Give examples.

Authorship

Is it more of a personal or institutional poster? How do you know?

Who created this poster? How do you know?

Is the author young or old? How do you know?

Is the author a student? Professional? How do you know?

Audience

Where would one likely find this poster? How do you know?

Who is this poster for? Children? Teenagers? Adults? How do you know?

.
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3 ENERGIE POSITIVE pour la croissance verte

Le développement des ENERGIES RENOUVELABLES,
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o witer . B



Other multimodal
web texts

restaurant web pages
food ads
Instagram posts
clothing store web pages




Menus Contact




roweren sy weebly

ght thing,

Teresa

620 19th Street
Lubbock, TX
79416

Monday-Friday
Breakfast &
Lunch
7am-2pm

PN -~
» 8
|1_ufn» Gallery Reservati
3 !




Combining traditional FL tasks with
multimodal reading tasks

What is the least expensive appetizer?
the most expensive appetizer?

What is the most complicated entrée?
simplest?

Which dessert seems the most delicious?



Assessment options...
Traditional tasks and their objectives

 ask students to say how much the different items cost
o (reproduce language in a complete sentence, produce numbers in the target
language)
 ask if something is more or less expensive than another item
o (re-produce vocabulary; produced the comparative)

 find the item that is the most expensive
o (assess students ablllty to recognlze and understand the superlatlve)




Assessment options...

Interpretive, taking into account
multiple modes

» ask students to compare texts:
o Which restaurant would you choose for a
kid's birthday party? a romantic dinner?
o Support your answer by describing at
least three elements of design in the
website.

|
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A framework for
reading multimodal texts...

Describe Interpret Evaluate



modes - semiotic resources that
allow us to make meaning
m ate ri d | (Kress, from Bezemer, 2012)

\ J'|l
\\"/
design - particular
representational choices

colors
perspective
lines
foregrounding
backgrounding
camera angles
spatial layout
font

vocabulary to describe the
qualities of sounds...
shrill

melodic

twangy

muffled

brassy

percussive






Some frameworks for reading

instruction...




TABLE 5.2 Suggested Learning Activities for Reading Instruction

Instructional Stage Suggested Learning Activities

1 Pre-reading Predicting (Situated practice / Critical framing)

Instructional conversations (Situated practice / Critical
framing)

Scanning for information (Situated practice)
Sequencing of text elements (Situated practice)
Reader’s theater (Situated practice / Critical framing)
Information mapping (Overt instruction)

Reading text signals (Overt instruction)

Synonym substitution (Overt instruction)

Focusing on relationships (Overt instruction)
Multiple interpretations (Critical framing)

Textual comparison (Overt instruction)

Critical focus questions (Critical framing)

Reading journal (Situated practice / Critical framing)
Text elaboration (Transformed practice)

Story retelling (Transformed practice) P. 156

2 Initial reading

3 Detailed reading

4 Critical reading

5 Knowledge application

Paesani, K, Allen, H. W., & Dupuy, B. (2016). A Multiliteracies Framework for Collegiate Foreign Language Teac'hing (Theory and
Practice in Second Language Classroom Instruction). (J. Liskin-Gasparro & M. Lacorte, Eds.) (1st ed.). Saddle River: Pearson.



Table 1.

Three stages of the critical reading and writing project.

Stage Activity Purpose

Exposure Students analyze and deconstruct To expose the stereotypes (gender,
language and other semiotic ethnic, class, etc.) and implicit
resources used in advertisements, assumptions and values embedded in
news reports, fiction and other such texts
‘everyday’ texts found on the Web

Intervention  Students assume different roles to To explore alternative ways of
rewrite these texts from different representing ‘reality’
perspectives and for different
audiences across different genres and
modes

Reflection Students write reflective journals to To reflect on the activities to hopefully

contemplate the different world
views and perspectives that result
from their ‘textual interventions’

produce a broadened view of the
world and how it is portrayed in and
through everyday texts D. 544

Teo, P. (2014). Making the familiar strange and the strange familiar: a project for teaching critical reading and writing. Language and
Education, 28(6), 539-551. http://doi.org/10.1080/09500782.2014.921191



Why does this matter?

WHY SHOULD WE TEACH

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
STUDENTS TO READ

MULTIMODAL TEXTS?

Design

awdareness

Foster awareness of how
our design choices
communicate our values,
identities, and perspectives

Cultural
discourses

Invite students to see
underlying cultural
perspectives that manifest
in discourse, through texts

Participatory
literacy
Prepare students for full

engagement with all forms
of literacy



...iIn conclusion...
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